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2022 Economy
Do We Know ANYTHING
at This Point?
Dr. Chris Kuehl is a
Managing Director of
Armada Corporate
Intelligence. He
provides forecasts and
strategic guidance for
a wide variety of
corporate clients around the world. He is the
chief economist for several national and
international organizations.
Prior to starting Armada in 1999 he was a
professor of economics and finance for 15
years – teaching in the US, Hungary,
Russia, Estonia, Singapore and Taiwan.
He holds advanced degrees in economics,
Soviet studies and East Asian studies.
Chris is the writer/editor of Business
Intelligence Briefs and a writer for the
Black Owl Report – both publications from
Armada. He is an economic analyst for the
Armada Strategic Intelligence System and is
responsible for the Credit Manager’s Index
from NACM as well Fabrinomics from the
FMA.
Read Dr. Kuehl’s biography on page 6.

FEBRUARY 2022

Hybrid Meeting
WITS Office/Zoom
Date: Thursday, February 10, 2022
Social/Dinner: 6:00 - 6:30 pm
Meeting: 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Location: WITS Office/Zoom

Inside February’s Issue

Dr. Chris Kuehl - Managing Director of Armada
Corporate Intelligence….…………………………......page 1
President’s Message…………………..…….….....pages 2-3
ISM-Wichita 2021-2022 Scholarship Program....pages 4-5
Dr. Chris Kuehl’s Biography……………….………...page 6
March 10th All Day Training………………………….page 7
Supply Chain Strategies WSJ Logistics Reports……………..…….……….pages 8-9
2021/2022 Officers………………………..………......page 10

President’s Message

Bees Do It
Bees have been doing it for eons and we are glad that
they do. What you might say? Pollination or in the
case of this month’s message Cross Pollination.
Pollination is the act of transferring pollen grains
from the male anther of a flower to the female stigma.
The goal of every living organism, including plants, is
to create offspring for the next generation... Seeds
contain the genetic information to produce a new plant.
Cross pollination is slightly different.
Cross-pollination refers to the mode of fertilization wherein the sperm from the
pollen (from the anther) of a plant is transferred to the stigma of the flower of
another plant.

The great thing about Nature is that it doesn’t care if you steal its ideas and this
month’s message is about stealing ideas, particularly the idea of cross pollination
of ideas.
In the May 2013 issue of Fast Company, it gives 5 ways to innovate by crosspollinating ideas:
1. Combine Unlike Ideas
2. Talk to People
3. Build on Existing Ideas
4. Hire a Diverse Workforce
5. Use a Metaphor

Another reason why ISM-Wichita is so important to its members. We can’t benefit
from others’ ideas or thinking if we never hear them. Our association allows for
many opportunities to “cross pollinate” our thinking with someone else to produce
something creative and innovative.
Our March 10th all day training will give you the perfect opportunity to do just
that. We hope to see you there!
Respectfully,

Joe Thomas, CPSM, CPSD, C.P.M.
President, ISM-Wichita Chapter
joseph.thomas@sedgwick.gov

ISM–Wichita Inc. Mission Statement:
“The primary objective of ISM-Wichita is to develop the professional qualities
of its members: attitudes, skills, and knowledge in the field of purchasing and
supply manageent.”

ISM – WICHITA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
APPLICANT INSTRUCTIONS
2021 -2022 ISM-Wichita, Inc. Scholarship Program
The 2021-2022 Institute for Supply Management – Wichita (ISM-Wichita, Inc.) Scholarship Program
seeks to identify high school seniors and college students who will contribute to the field of Supply
Management. Applicants must be planning on a Supply Management study or related field. Students
who excel academically, and exhibit leadership potential, participate in community service activities and
demonstrate financial need are encouraged to apply. The applicant must either be a current resident in
Kansas, or, if currently not a resident of Kansas, plan to attend an institute in Kansas. Current college
students are eligible to apply.
Each year, the Institute for Supply Management – Wichita (ISM-Wichita, Inc.) Scholarship Program
awards a number of scholarships to qualified applicants that demonstrate a financial need, and an
interest in a Supply Chain related field. Each recipient will receive a portion of the allotted scholarship
funding. The recipients may use their scholarship award to attend an accredited college or university of
their choice within the State of Kansas. A substantial number of students have been recipients of ISM
Wichita Scholarships since the inception of the Program.
ISM Wichita Scholarships are selected in the spring prior to entering college. The ISM Wichita
Scholarship Program committee screens applications upon receipt with final determination of
scholarship recipients taking place in late March. Finalists are interviewed by members of The ISM
Wichita Scholarship Program Committee and approved by The Board of Directors. Scholarship
winners are selected based on their applications, and interviews. Notification follows immediately.
Application Deadline: March 15, 2022
Contact: ismwichita@gmail.com and dwesterberg@cox.net
Submission:
Email the scanned documents in a single file to ismwichita@gmail.com and dwesterberg@cox.net
or mail to the following:
ISM Wichita, Inc. C/O Scholarship Selection Committee
PO Box 2055,
Wichita KS, 67201

Applicant requirements:
Must be a resident of Kansas or plan to attend a school in Kansas
Must be at least a high school senior or high school graduate at time of application
Must intend to major in Supply Management or related field in higher educational studies
Must plan to enroll or enrolled full-time status
Applicant must include these items with scholarship application:
Current certified copy of transcript
Current curriculum vitae or resume
One letter of recommendation from an instructor, counselor, mentor, manager, or supervisor
One page summary discussing why you are a suitable recipient for this scholarship including:
What your goals are with the degree you are seeking
Financial need
Other scholarship awards
Apprenticeships/Co-ops
Work experience
Award amount:
Total value of Scholarships to be awarded, up-to $10,000; based on the number of qualified
applicants
Each scholarship amount will be based on the number of qualified applicants, financial need and
the qualifications of the applicant
All awards are subject to the discretion of the ISM Wichita Scholarship Committee and the
approval of the ISM Wichita Board of Directors
Award Selection Criteria (Contact the selection committee for further details):
Submitted Application and related documents
Students financial need
Minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) requirement
For high school students: Must score 25 or higher on the ACT or 1100 or higher on the SAT
Have a GPA of 3.25 and above
For College Students: Have a GPA of 3.25 and above
For Graduate Students: Have a GPA of 3.50 and above
Participation at an ISM related function or ISM Meeting
Participation in Business and/or Supply Chain function or organization
Community Service
Major Course of Study
Preference is given to immediate family members of “active” ISM members
Additional information may be obtained by visiting the ISM-Wichita website at www.ISMWichita.org,
through email at ismwichita@gmail.com, or by contacting one of our board members.
ISM SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Dr. Chris Kuehl
Managing Director of Armada Corporate Intelligence
Dr. Chris Kuehl is a Managing Director of Armada Corporate Intelligence. He
provides forecasts and strategic guidance for a wide variety of corporate clients
around the world. He is the chief economist for several national and international
organizations
Prior to starting Armada in 1999 he was a professor of economics and finance for
15 years – teaching in the US, Hungary, Russia, Estonia, Singapore and Taiwan.
He holds advanced degrees in economics, Soviet studies and East Asian studies.
Chris is the writer/editor of Business Intelligence Briefs and a writer for the
Black Owl Report – both publications from Armada. He is an economic analyst
for the Armada Strategic Intelligence System and is responsible for the Credit
Manager’s Index from NACM as well Fabrinomics from the FMA.
Corporate Background
Managing Director of Armada Corporate Intelligence. Armada performs the functions of a strategy office for clients
through combining the traditions of corporate and competitive intelligence, economic forecasting and strategic planning.
The aim is to inform strategic planning through analysis and forecasting.
 Major clients include YRC Freight, Kansas City Southern Railroad, Echo Logistics, MarksNelson, Pioneer IQ,
Tallgrass Freight and others.
 Chief Economist for the Fabricators and Manufacturers Association. He writes their twice monthly publication –
Fabrinomics – and serves as economic commentator at all of their national and international meetings.
 Chief Economist for the National Association of Credit Management. He prepares their monthly Credit Managers
Index – a national survey of credit and financial movement - and serves as economic analyst and commentator for their
various meetings and conferences.
 Economic Analyst for the American Supply Association – writes their monthly ASA Advisor, conducts monthly
webinars and weekly podcasts.
 Red Team economist for US Army, US Marines, US Air Force and the US Border Patrol.
 Economic Analyst for Missouri Society of CPAs, the Kentucky Society of CPAs, the Tennessee Society of CPAs,
and the Kansas Society of CPAs.
 Economic analyst for the Industrial Heating Equipment Association and the Chemical Coaters Association
International where he prepares the monthly IHEA/CCAI Economic Trends Index.
 Economic Analyst for the Riemer Reporting Service.
 Editor and publisher of Business Intelligence Briefs. The publication provides information on national and regional
political and economic trends that affect business decisions and is distributed through various business organizations.
 Seminar presenter and keynote speaker for a wide variety of business organizations and corporate events.
 Webinar and virtual presenter on wide variety of economic topics.
Education Background
Holds a Ph.D. in Political Economics and Master’s Degrees in Soviet Studies and in East Asian Studies.
Has been on the faculties of universities in the US, Estonia, Hungary, Russia, Singapore and Taiwan.
Community Participation
Serves as economic analyst for local, regional and national media. He appears regularly as an on-camera commentator
and provides background information for reporters.
Writes regularly for trade publications as well as newspaper and magazines.

MARCH 10th - All Day TRAINING
Kansas Star Casino
777 Kansas Star Casino
Mulvane, KS 67110
and via Zoom Presentation

This year’s all day training seminar will be featured both in person and via Zoom
presentation.
This will provide you with options for attending based on your level of comfort during
this current pandemic.
The programs featured this year cover a range of topics that both supply chain
professionals and enthusiasts will find educational and enjoyable.
In the morning, we will feature a panel discussion on “Future Trends” followed by a
guest speaker who will address the topic of “The Future of Transportation and
Logistics.”
During lunch, it will be an opportunity to enjoy some good food and network with your
peers.
After our lunch break, we will present a panel discussion geared around the topic
“Workforce of the Future.”
Please join us in this year’s spotlight event sponsored by ISM-Wichita.

Supply Chain Strategies
WSJ Logistics Report

Container shipping lines are drawing some harsh scrutiny from
lawmakers and regulators.
Two U.S. senators just introduced a measure that would tighten the reins on a range of industry
practices, and the WSJ Logistics Report’s Paul Berger reports the legislation is the latest sign
that complaints from importers and exporters are getting attention in Washington.
There are now efforts in both chambers of Congress to toughen the framework for maritime
oversight, and the main regulatory body in the U.S. is also stepping up enforcement actions.
They’re targeting the growing fees that carriers have charged shippers for boxes stuck in
gridlocked supply chains. The Federal Maritime Commission says those charges skyrocketed
50% in the third quarter last year, adding to the surging shipping costs for importers. Carriers
say they’re responding to market forces and trying to keep containers moving, but actions by
regulators could reset that market.

Supply Chain Strategies
WSJ Logistics Report

Global hunger for chips is driving strong results for semiconductor
suppliers.
Qualcomm, Intel and other chip-makers are forecasting bullish growth this year, the WSJ’s
Meghan Bobrowsky writes, as demand outpaces supply and inflationary pressures help push
up prices. Qualcomm plans to expand beyond its core market of mobile-phone makers and is
making big bets on the growing use of chips in cars, with automotive sales advancing 21% in
the most recent quarter. The company generated $3.4 billion in quarterly net income and
projects up to $11 billion in revenue for the current quarter.
CEO Cristiano Amon says supply shortages are improving but he expects bottlenecks that have
slowed production of everything from cars to appliances to persist.
Rival Advanced Micro Devices says that revenue from chips that go into servers will propel
some 31% in top-line growth this year and projects higher sales across all its businesses.
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Calendar of Events
February - Dr. Chris Kuehl - Armada Corporate Intelligence
March 10th - All Day Training Theme: A New Path Forward
April - ISM Tour

